
Top News

PAIRC
NEWSLETTER

01/25

The Pairc Estate -
December 2025

December 2025PAIRCTRUST.CO.UK

   Read on for information on upcoming
events, items of interest, and other
opportunities across the Pairc
community.
   The Pairc Trust are pleased to bring you
news of our Christmas light switch-on,
updates from the Ravenspoint Hostel and
Islands Book Trust, a community survey
for Lochs residents for the Local Place
Plan, and more news and events from
across South Lochs & Kinloch.
   As we head into the Christmas holidays,
we would like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas from all of us here at the Trust!

If there is anything that you
would would like to submit to
the newsletter, or if you would
like to receive a copy digitally
via email, please contact
info@pairctrust.co.uk

Submit &
Subscribe

Ravenspoint Hostel
Update

Local Place Plan: Lochs
Community Survey

Islands Book Trust: 2026
Plans

https://www.pairctrust.co.uk/
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Message from the Chair - Angus McDowall
    2025 has been another busy year for the Trust, and with our increased activities has come a
change in personnel. Our Project Manager, Ralph Tonge,  who joined in 2024 has moved on to
a new role at the Muaitheabhal Community Windfarm Trust, and I’d like to thank him for his
time and hard work over the past year in managing and progressing the Trust’s portfolio of
projects. Although we are sad to see him leave, we are pleased to continue working closely
with him through one of our valued local partners. Catherine Muir has joined us as our new
Project Manager, working alongside and supporting our Estate Manager, Emma Mackenzie,
and Luke Crosland-Thomson, our Communications & Administration Assistant. The Board of
Directors would like to thank our staff for the hard work they have put in over the last year.
  We have also seen several changes on the Board, saying goodbye to Jenny McLaughlin
(Garyvard), Chris Coles (Gravir), and John Murdo Matheson (Gravir), and welcoming Joe
Wilson (Habost) back on to the Board. The skills and time of all of our Directors have been
invaluable in advancing projects in the Pairc Estate, and we thank our outgoing Directors for
their efforts. We would like to extend particular thanks to John Murdo for his contributions as
Vice-Chair, particularly on crofting matters where his dedication to the Pairc Estate, deep
local knowledge, and familiarity with the crofting system allowed him to speak with true
expertise and passion.
   The Pairc Trust relies on the commitment and skills of our volunteer Board members and we
heavily encourage applications from local residents who can devote their time and effort to
making the Trust a success. If you are interested in acting as a Director, please enquire via our
office and our staff will be happy to help you make an application.
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  2025 has seen good progress on our portfolio of projects. We are delighted to have
updated the Estate boundary signage to its correct location near the Balallan junction,
which saw Domhnall Angie, Pairc’s oldest crofter, cutting the ribbon on our new signs.
Our project to convert the Tigh Ceilidh, Gravir, into an affordable family home is at an
advanced stage and we hope to make some exciting announcements very soon into the
New Year. We have just received the final feasibility study report on our proposal to
redevelop the Resource Centre into a more accessible multi-purpose community hub for
Pairc, and we will be investigating options to take this forward in 2026. We are also
pleased to have installed new tables at the Habost picnic site and will be working  to
enhance the site for the 2026 season. The Pairc Landscape Project has also seen our
staff collaborating closely with local residents, artists, and the pupils at Sgoil na Pairc to
develop several pieces of art investigating the history and future of Pairc.
  The Trust is pleased to have worked with the North Harris Trust and Community Land
Outer Hebrides to combat infestations of invasive gunnera plants in the Estate - we will
be continuing this work next year, so if you are aware of any gunnera on your croft/land
please let us know! We have also worked with our sporting tenant and the Lewis & Harris
Deer Management Group to increase the annual cull of deer on the Estate and this year’s
cull (at time of writing) stands at 10 stags & 8 hinds, with a target of 30 hinds taken by the
end of the season.
   We look forward to a successful 2026, and I’d like to take this chance to wish all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year on behalf of all of us at the Pairc Trust!

              Angus McDowall, Chair
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Pairc Christmas
Light Switch-On
The Pairc Trust would like to extend a
huge thank you to everyone who turned
out for the Pairc Christmas Light Switch-
On on Saturday 29th November, which
saw members of the community join us
for Christmas arts & crafts, festive treats,
and some special visits to Santa!
   Special thanks go out to the Stornoway
Trust for their donation of a Christmas
tree from the castle grounds, Angus and
Hayden for putting the tree up,
Ravenspoint Centre bakers for a
wonderful array of mince pies,
shortbread, and other festive baked
delights, our staff and directors for their

help decorating the Resource Centre and
helping to organise and run the event,
and, of course, Santa, with a thoughtful
gift for every child who attended and
plenty of festive cheer! We are also
grateful to Muaitheabhal Community
Wind Farm Trust and Pairc Community
Council for providing funding support
which made the event possible, and to
Ravenspoint for kindly supplying
refreshments and festive treats for
everyone to enjoy.
  It was fantastic to see so many people
joining us to celebrate, from all of us at
The Pairc Trust, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas!

https://www.facebook.com/RavenspointCentre?__cft__[0]=AZWq7tQO7VRxZrDsMzIUo1_kai_Q9osimOMb52PXS9ASRxr0clSopCzZFtR5TjKWpk0K1KV4NNL0ZXUkhJuugSfkELw9FBiDeoVBVp-t58xD3qR7xnnlW6BR3p-dio9E17IcMStfu-tlM3-mkXRRvDFAntx_IYQUo1JnH499s-Uz0klusZyj_JHDyMG1zNM7fvY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MuaitheabhalCommunityTrust?__cft__[0]=AZWq7tQO7VRxZrDsMzIUo1_kai_Q9osimOMb52PXS9ASRxr0clSopCzZFtR5TjKWpk0K1KV4NNL0ZXUkhJuugSfkELw9FBiDeoVBVp-t58xD3qR7xnnlW6BR3p-dio9E17IcMStfu-tlM3-mkXRRvDFAntx_IYQUo1JnH499s-Uz0klusZyj_JHDyMG1zNM7fvY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MuaitheabhalCommunityTrust?__cft__[0]=AZWq7tQO7VRxZrDsMzIUo1_kai_Q9osimOMb52PXS9ASRxr0clSopCzZFtR5TjKWpk0K1KV4NNL0ZXUkhJuugSfkELw9FBiDeoVBVp-t58xD3qR7xnnlW6BR3p-dio9E17IcMStfu-tlM3-mkXRRvDFAntx_IYQUo1JnH499s-Uz0klusZyj_JHDyMG1zNM7fvY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/pairccommunitycouncil?__cft__[0]=AZWq7tQO7VRxZrDsMzIUo1_kai_Q9osimOMb52PXS9ASRxr0clSopCzZFtR5TjKWpk0K1KV4NNL0ZXUkhJuugSfkELw9FBiDeoVBVp-t58xD3qR7xnnlW6BR3p-dio9E17IcMStfu-tlM3-mkXRRvDFAntx_IYQUo1JnH499s-Uz0klusZyj_JHDyMG1zNM7fvY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/pairccommunitycouncil?__cft__[0]=AZWq7tQO7VRxZrDsMzIUo1_kai_Q9osimOMb52PXS9ASRxr0clSopCzZFtR5TjKWpk0K1KV4NNL0ZXUkhJuugSfkELw9FBiDeoVBVp-t58xD3qR7xnnlW6BR3p-dio9E17IcMStfu-tlM3-mkXRRvDFAntx_IYQUo1JnH499s-Uz0klusZyj_JHDyMG1zNM7fvY&__tn__=-]K-R
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Ravenspoint
Hostel: 2025
Season in Review

  The 2025 season has been a great
success, helped along by our new
website at www.ravenspoint.net and
the introduction of easy online booking.
We’re now open year-round, and the
response has been wonderfully positive
—especially to our great-value offers for
stays of two nights or more.
   We’re inviting local residents to stop
by for a friendly tour, see what we offer,
and get a feel for the space. You can
enquire about arranging a tour by

speaking with our shop staff,  
contacting one of our directors, or
emailing hostel@ravenspoint.net. If you
like what you find, we’d be grateful if
you’d consider recommending
Ravenspoint to friends and family
planning a visit.
   The following article and stunning
accompanying photos were provided
by a recent guest who enjoyed their
winter stay with us, and we’re delighted
to share their perspective on what
makes Ravenspoint such a special
place at this time of year.

Credt: Lorraine Parramore

Co-Chomunn na Pairc

http://www.ravenspoint.net/
mailto:hostel@ravenspoint.net
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welcome, booking online was simple,
and the venue is perfectly located to
visit all the finest scenic locations in any
direction.
 I originally booked for six nights but
extended my stay, being blessed with
perfect weather conditions: sunshine,
snow capped hills, dramatic clouds and
squalls with rainbows everywhere.Off
season trips also benefit frombeing
able to make flexible, short notice
decisions on accommodation and ferry
bookings, weather and delays
permitting of course!
 As the hostel caters for singles,
couples, or groups, with a well
equipped kitchen and cosy sitting
room, my successful trip has generated
interest within my fellow Cowal Camera
Club members. I would certainly return
next winter; hopefully with others
inspired by making stunning images at
an affordable price.

Ravenspoint
Perfect Base for
Photography

From the 15  November I stayed for
eleven nights at Ravenspoint Hostel. I
was so glad it remained open for the
winter months. It offered me
affordable, self-catering
accommodation to enjoy my hobby of
landscape photography, at a prime
time of year for dramatic images in the
best light. Photographers worldwide
descend on the islands in winter for
courses and workshops, or to capture
stunning images for their portfolios,
leaving a lone, camera club member
from Dunoon out in the cold! 

th

   The Hostel volunteers gave me a warm

Lorraine Parramore /
@loriargyll.bsky.social

Credt: Lorraine Parramore
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Update from the Islands Book Trust

   We have just launched our 8  publication of the year: Donald Meek’s ‘Giving the Devil
his Due’, a re-assessment of the life and work of Malcolm McLaurin, the controversial
Chamberlain (Factor) of Tiree in the early decades of the 19  century when crofting was
introduced to the island. This complements our earlier book ‘Crofting Crucible’, also
about the circumstances of the establishment of small crofts in the Tiree township of
Balephuil and the subsequent ‘Land Struggle’.

th

th

   
   Both publications, although specifically about Tiree, are very relevant to understanding
similar developments in Pairc during the 19  century and shed considerable light on the
economic pressures and dramatic land tenure changes which occurred here. They are
available on www.islandsbooktrust.org

th

   
We also have a full schedule of publications planned for next year, including three of
direct interest to Pairc during the first half of 2026:

PAIRC LANDSCAPE PROJECT FINAL REPORT by Pairc residents. An illustrated booklet
of some 50 pages on the outcome of the Pairc Landscape Project, incorporating
text, photos, and artwork about the environment and human history of the Pairc
area. This major project has been co-ordinated by Pairc Trust.  

John Randall

Credit: Angus Macmillan

http://www.islandsbooktrust.org/


‘BETWEEN THE ECHOES’ by Angus Macmillan. A compelling and sensitive new book
by well-known Lewis-born poet and author Angus Macmillan of Lemreway, once a
member of ‘The Lochies’ folk music group. It describes his upbringing in Lemreway
inthe 1950s and ‘60s and how he now looks back on his experiences through memory
and imagination from his present location on the mainland – with a mixture of
nostalgia but also an awareness that both he and the places he so beautifully
describes have changed and can never be re-captured. 
‘OUR NEW CROFTING LIFE’ by David Bartles-Smith and Isabella de Santis. Based on
extracts from their diaries, this is a lavishly illustrated account of David and Izzy’s
initial experiences as new croft entrants aiming to establish a sustainable croft-
based enterprise. This book will be of absorbing interest to all in Pairc and indeed
much further afield as they describe their experiences looking after rare breeds of
sheep and diversifying into environmental education, art, and adventure tourism.
The diary entries are combined with reflective pieces which give an honest
assessment of the potential financial viability of crofting and its contribution to wider
issues such as rural development, biodiversity, and combatting climate change.

   Keep an eye on our website www.islandsbooktrust.org and social media platforms for
further information about the timing and launches of these publications – or, better still,
consider becoming a member of the Islands Book Trust which entitles you to receive
quarterly newsletters and to purchase our publications at a discount. 

08/25

Historic photo of Lemreway

http://www.islandsbooktrust.org/
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Rachael Boyle U-
16 League Trophy
Success
Lochs FC under 14 & 16 player Ellie-May
Macdonald brought the Rachael Boyle
Under 16 League Trophy home with her
last week and gave it an airing at training.
Lochs FC are extremely proud of her and
her Ross County career.
  The Cup has returned to the mainland
with her as she heads off to attend the
Club’s Player Of The Year awards.
Congratulations Ellie-May!
   The two Lochs FC U-18 teams playing in
the 6  December 7-a-side tournament
also acquitted themselves well, with the
Lochs B team qualifying as runners up out 

th

of their group and winning 4-1 against Back A  
in the semi-final. Unfortunately, Aths A  
narrowly won the final 2-1 but the Lochs
teams finished runners up overall and played
well. Meanwhile, the U8 and 10 teams played
well in the Coll winter festival - well done!
   Congratulations to Aths and thanks to the
organisers, sponsors and referees for their
time and effort running the end of season
tournament and festival.

Lochs Community
Survey

Have Your Say on the Future of Lochs
   Residents of Lochs are being invited to help
shape the next decade of local development.
The Kinloch, North Lochs and Pairc Area
Forums are gathering community views on



10/25

priorities such as housing, services,
employment and transport.
   Made up of local community groups, the
three Forums are working together to
create Community Plans for each area
and a Local Place Plan for the wider Lochs
region. These plans will help guide future
investment and development—and your
input is essential.

Take Part in the Survey
   A community survey is now open, and
every member of your household is
encouraged to take part. It can be
completed online at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lochs
or by scanning the QR code provided.
   Paper copies are also available from:

Ravenspoint

Pairc Trust Offices
North Lochs Community Centre
Kinloch Historical Society  

   Completed paper surveys can be returned
to any of these locations.
  The survey closes Monday 5  January 2026,
giving plenty of time for residents to
contribute their views.

th

   A separate survey for young people is
available at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Lochsyou
ng.
If you would prefer to give feedback by phone
or email, you can contact Impact Hub
Inverness on 01463 715533 or
inverness@impacthub.net.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lochs
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Lochsyoung
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Lochsyoung
mailto:inverness@impacthub.net
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Christmas Card
Prize
  The Pairc Trust were delighted to
invite pupils from Sgoil na Pairc to take
part in our Christmas card
competition! Every pupil received a gift
in recognition of their wonderful
efforts, and the winning design,
featuring a beautifully drawn reindeer,
received a voucher for Toy World! 
   A huge thank you to Sgoil na Pairc and
to all the children who took part, the
Trust was very impressed by the
creativity, colour, and festive cheer in
every card, we have some great young
artists in the Pairc community!

Pairc Trust
Christmas
Opening Hours
   The Pairc Trust offices will close at
the end of Friday 19  December and
will re-open on Monday 5  January.

th

th

   If you have any queries or questions
for us over the Christmas period,
please drop us an email via
info@pairctrust.co.uk and a member
of our team will get back to you once
we re-open.
   We wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year - see you in
2026!

https://www.facebook.com/sgoilnapairc?__cft__[0]=AZYR5N_-ksofoZ_C6eYjSP_0zUJ56T-OMlD_uObcQ3UfAUoS7Msay7ic2RqPL3KjyVjXHJ3xt8E172LfTIMh-rGHQDGCYYRPxQ_clp9ywwZ_qmD39_44KzqHTM0oxFysuQvjvpzWY4E-x1c7-TZAAapO_yDgkgDlglTKW35hqQFoXGxkJqKW5qafxupdXn7_BHa5RA_s5_eWI5ARil4s2AVO&__tn__=-]K*F
mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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   On Saturday 29 November, Pairc
Primary School took part in the
Christmas Craft Fair that was held in the
Ravenspoint Centre. The reason that
Pairc Primary School took part in the
Craft Fair was to raise money, to
support the P7 trip to Fairburn Activity
Center in 2026. 

th 

  Before the craft fair, we had to figure
out the costs of all the ingredients that
we needed to buy for the baking by
checking Tesco online. We also made
gift cards to sell and needed to consider
how much the cards took to print.  
   Then on Thursday, we had to bake all
the cakes. We had chocolate Rudolph
cakes and orange Fairy cakes. Olivia,

Christmas Craft
Fair
Callie, P7

Callie and Leisha made Rudolph cakes.
Then Leya, Tianna and Phoebe made
Fairy cakes.  
   Then, on the day of the Christmas
Craft Fair, Callie was the only pupil there
to help sell at the stall. There were Seven
other stalls as well as the Pairc Primary
School stall. 
  We sold most of our cards and cakes
and we made more than £150.00, as well
as the money made on the raffle.
   The raffle is still in Ravenspoint until
the 19th of December. 

ISHGA Visit

Pairc school took an exciting trip to
ISHGA on the 11th of December 2025!
  We went to ISHGA as we were learning
about how important seaweed is and
what it can do.

Olivia, P7
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   When we got there, we waited in the
entrance until two ladies came and said
we could go on the tour. Then, a nice
lady called Rachael told us to follow her,
and she gave us a tour of the ISHGA
laboratory space, where they make all
their serums, cleansers, shampoos, and
more. When they get seaweed, they
soak it in water or oil depending on what
they're making. They also have dry
seaweed that is soft and crispy. She
showed us a few of the people she
works with.
   After that, we were shown a cool oil
dispensing machine, and when you put a
small empty bottle inside, it moves the
bottles and fills them to the top and
when the bottles reach in front of the
workers, the workers pick up the
bottles, put the lid just on top of the
bottle and they put it back in the
machine so that it automatically screws

the cap on and then it prints a tiny
number on the bottle to know what
number bottle it is.
   She told us that they ship off a lot of
their products to China, Australia and
Ireland and way more places! 
   After that, we went upstairs and she
showed us a type of water call ‘Spring
water’ which comes straight from the
ground. They use Spring Water for the
products because it's better than tap
water. One lady showed us how they
filled the tall bottles with serum and the
machine made a funny noise.
   Then, she showed us some of the
candles that they make and some soap
that they were boiling inside of a pot to
make it liquid, then it is put inside of
these really smooth molds that say
ISHGA on the inside. She showed us
some of the soaps that didn't quite work
out and let us keep them!!
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   Before we left, she showed us some of
the scents that she likes to put in the
products and let us smell them. Some of
them were nice but most of them were
strong and smelly. Some of the smells
were mandarin, frankincense, lavender,
cucumber and bergamot.
   We really enjoyed the trip to ISHGA and
had the best time ever!

free from the dungeon and saved John
and Janet. 
   I liked the pantomime, it was very
good, and I liked all the costumes that
they wore, and their acting was really
good. The props they used were very
cool, and the lights added a cool effect
as well as the smoke they used on the
floor for effect. 
   After the pantomime had finished we
went out to Caladh Inn for lunch. Callie,
Olivia, Leisha, Pheobe, and I had a mini
chicken wrap with salad. Tianna had
cheese pizza. We all got a scoop of ice
cream after, then when we had all
finished, we took a photo next to the
Christmas tree. 
  We would like to thank the Parent
Council for this Christmas treat.

Christmas Panto
Leya, P7

   On Friday the 5  of December the
whole school went to a pantomime. The
Pantomime was called ‘Robin Hood.’ It
was about Robin Hood, a guy who liked
to help people. He stole from the rich
and gave it to the poor. Then the Sherriff
of Nottingham, a mean character, tried
to kill Robin Hood and capture John and
Janet the children. Robin Hood broke

th



15/25

executioner came with a massive axe,
and the queen grabbed the axe and
swung it around, everybody ducked.
  We were watching the ballet dancers
on the Smartboard, and we were
copying their moves, and we were
acting like we were the characters. At
first, we were working alone but in the
next part we had to find a partner, Leya
went with Callie, Tianna went with
Phoebe, and I had to go with the
teacher. After that we watched the end
of the story when Alice woke up, and she
looked at her book, and a card of the
Queen fell down from the sky. ‘Was it a
dream?’ wondered Alice.
   I thought it was excellent because the
dancing was brilliant and when I was
moving after it finished, I felt very
energetic.

Royal Ballet  
Workshop - Alice
in Wonderland 
Leisha, P6
   Alice was reading her book, then she
fell asleep and fell into a bunny hole.
When she looked around, she saw a
white rabbit and followed him, and she
went on a boat with him to the Mad
Hatter's tea party. However, after the
tea party it did not go well for Alice as
she met the Queen of Hearts.
   The Queen of Hearts was evil. She was
screaming at everybody because
somebody stole her jam tarts and she
was furious. Then she turned to Alice
and said, ‘Did you steal my jam tarts?’
Alice nodded ‘no.’ The queen screamed
‘Off with their heads!’ Then the
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What’s on in
Pairc?

Pairc & Kinloch
Calendar

Ravenspoint Christmas Raffle Draw
Saturday 20  Decemberth

Hebridean Men’s Cancer Support Group
Christmas Prize Draw

Thursday 18  Decemberth

Weekly Events

Pairc Craft Club, Resource Centre (1-3pm)
Tuesdays

Warm Hub, Kinloch Hub (12-2pm)
Fridays

Dance Class, Resource Centre (7pm)
Mondays

Pairc Social Walk, see WhatsApp group for
location (11am)

Saturdays

Fortnightly Events

Pairc Social Lunch, Ravenspoint cafe (1pm)
Wednesdays (from 29  October)th

Ravenspoint Warm Hub (12-4:30pm)
Wednesdays

Household waste collection
Wednesday 24  Decemberth

Kinloch Hub Salt Meat Meal (4pm)
Saturday 10  Januaryth

Christmas Carols, Pairc Free Church Hall (7:15pm)
Friday 19  Decemberth

Merry Christmas!
Thursday 25  Decemberth

Glass waste collection
Saturday 27  Decemberth

Organic waste & mixed recycling collection
Wednesday 31  Decemberst

Happy New Year!
Thursday 1  Januaryst

North Lochs New Year Ceilidh (8pm)
Friday 2  Januarynd

Household waste collection
Wednesday 14  Januaryth

Glass waste collection
Thursday 15  Januaryth

44 Ranish Horticultural Workshop (9am-3pm)
Saturday 17  Januaryth


