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  Read on for information on upcoming
events, items of interest, and other
opportunities across the Pairc
community.
   The Pairc Trust are pleased to bring you  
news of an exciting summer activity
programme for local children, the
opening of expressions of interest for the
Tigh Ceilidh, trips to Scarp and Swordale
with the Island Book Trust, a reminder
that this year’s Lochs Show will be held at
the Laxay Showground tomorrow, and
more news and events from across South
Lochs & Kinloch.

Top News

If there is anything that you
would would like to submit to
the newsletter, or if you would
like to receive a copy digitally
via email, please contact
info@pairctrust.co.uk

Submit &
Subscribe

Tigh Ceilidh - Expressions
of Interest Open

Pairc Youth Summer
Activities

Islands Book Trust
Launch Event: ‘Our New

Crofting Life’
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Tigh Ceilidh Update
& Expressions of
Interest
   The Pairc Trust are pleased to announce  
that we are seeking expressions of
interest from anyone interested in taking
up the tenancy of the Tigh Ceilidh, Gravir,
once the renovation works are
completed.
   The Tigh Ceilidh has been completely
redesigned and transformed into a three-
bedroom family home based at Carn
Aonghais in Gravir. The building fabric has
been updated to improve the insulation
and add an entire second storey to the
building, providing a warm, spacious
living space.
   Alex Murray Construction have
completed the exterior and structural
works on the property, most recently the
exterior rendering, and are now moving 

on to the internal fit-out of the building.
We look forward to sharing further
updates as the work progresses.
   At this stage the Trust are asking
interested parties to fill out an online
form - see:
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/mJK71ze
KRB - providing their contact details and
describing their current living situation
and  connection to South Lochs. Further
information on the property will be
provided once works progress further.
   If you have any questions regarding the
development or the expression of
interest process, please contact the
Trust at info@pairctrust.co.uk.

https://forms.microsoft.com/e/mJK71zeKRB
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/mJK71zeKRB
mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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Pairc Trust Youth
Summer Activities
The Pairc Trust are delighted to
announce that we are offering several
summer holiday activities for children,
funded by the Western Isles
Development Trust and working with
local groups to bring a range of fun
activities to Pairc!
We have the following fun activities to
join over the next few weeks:

Monday 27th July, 10:30-15:30: Sea
kayaking on Loch Odhairn, followed
by bushcraft activities and group
games. Organised and run by staff
from the Scaladale Centre.

Tuesday 4th August, 10:00-12:00: A
moth & butterfly-themed art
workshop at the Resource Centre, led
by the team from An Lanntair.
Thursday 6th August, 12:00-13:00: A
youth boxing fitness class at the
Resource Centre, led by Island Corner
Fitness.

   All of these events are free to attend,
and booking is essential. For further
information, and a booking link, please
see the Events page on our website:
https://www.pairctrust.co.uk/event.

Stimreway Walk
Entrance Closed
   Please note that the entry track from
Orinsay to the start of the Stimreway
walking route is closed until further
notice. The path has degraded to the
point of being hazardous to walk on, and
the Trust advises walkers against using it.
   We are looking into sourcing funding to
repair and update the entrance to the
walk and hope to share further
information with you soon.

https://www.pairctrust.co.uk/event
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Gunnera
Management
  Efforts to continue invasive gunnera
control within the Estate continue over
the summer.
    This year the Trust are being supported
by staff from the Stornoway Trust, who
have completed an initial sweep of the
Gunnera locations that have been
reported to us.
 Please send us the location of Gunnera
plants that they are aware of via
info@pairctrust.co.uk, with a what3words
reference pinpointing the location if
possible. The team will be checking
locations previously registered for
new/re-emerging plants - please contact
us if you would like advance notice, i.e. if
you have stock you would like to move
away from plants to be treated.

   Following on from our requests for local
shooters to assist crofters in South Lochs
who are experiencing issues with high
numbers of greylag geese causing
damage to crofting land, the Pairc Trust
is pleased to announce that Soval Estate,
the Trust’s shooting tenant, is happy to
provide assistance in cases of
agricultural damage.
   If you are experiencing issues with
geese causing damage to croft land
and/or common grazings, please contact
the Trust via info@pairctrust.co.uk with
your contact details and the location that
the damage is occurring at, and we will
pass this on to the team at Soval for them
to discuss with you.

Goose
Management

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk


‘Our New Crofting
Life’ - Book Launch

a wonderful publication, and thank you to
everyone who joined us to mark its
launch.
Our New Crofting Life is available from
the Islands Book Trust website and
selected booksellers.

05/24

  The Islands Book Trust was delighted to
celebrate the publication of Our New
Crofting Life by Isabella De Santis and
David Bartles-Smith.
  Based on extracts from the authors'
diaries, this beautifully illustrated book
follows their journey as new crofters
establishing a sustainable enterprise in
rural Lewis. Blending personal reflections
with practical experience, it offers an
honest and engaging account of modern
crofting, exploring everything from
livestock and biodiversity to rural
enterprise and community life.
  The launch brought together readers,
crofters and supporters to celebrate the
publication and was followed by a guided
visit to the authors' croft in Lemreway,
giving attendees the opportunity to see
their story brought to life.
  Congratulations to Isabella and David on

Scarp & Suardal
Trips
The Islands Book Trust are planning two
interesting boat trips in August to
previously-inhabited settlements. 
  The first is to the island of Scarp off
Harris - always a popular event to see the
cemetery, former houses, mission hall.
  The second (still subject to
confirmation) is to the former settlement
at Suardal in Lochs. 
Places on both trips are still available -
contact info@islandsbooktrust.org or
phone 01851 450104. Both events are
weather dependent, with the charges
payable on the day, but advance booking
is required.
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Lochs FC
   Congratulations to the U8 & U10 Lochs
FC teams for their performance in
Stornoway on 11  July. Special praise goes
out to Seumas and William, who both
picked up player of the day awards in
their groups!

th

   The club is also seeking donations for
their bottle stall at the Lochs Show - these
can be dropped off with committee
members and senior players, or at the
Creagan Cafe, North Lochs Community
Centre on Wednesday. Any volunteers
who can help man the stall rota would be
greatly appreciated.

Lochs Show 2026
   The 2026 Lochs Show will be taking
place on Saturday 25  July. The Lochs
Agricultural Society have issued a final call
for booking stalls and tables and

th

appealing for volunteers to help set up
over the preceding week and manage the
event on the day, even an hour would be
appreciated. If you can assist, please
contact them via their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/LochsShow

Gaelic
Conversation
Sessions
   Kinloch Historical Society will be holding
a series of Gaelic conversation classes at
the Resource Centre through until
September, alternating weekly on
Thursdays & Fridays starting from
Thursday 23  July at 11:30am. The
Thursday classes will be Gaelic Taster
sessions, and the Friday classes will
consist of a Gaelic Conversation Circle.
For further information, contact Holley
via: holley@kinlochhistoricalsociety.co.uk.

rd

https://www.facebook.com/LochsShow
mailto:holley@kinlochhistoricalsociety.co.uk
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   On Friday 19  June 2026 Pairc School
pupils went to the Castle Grounds for
a school trip since we were learning
about the Stone Age. When we
arrived, we met up with our instructor
called Fraser Lippok and he took us up
a small hill, where he showed us a
small camp space where we would be
doing activities. 

th

   First, we sat around camp and talked
about our 5 different senses which are
sight, smell, hearing, touch and taste
and we did a few activities to test
them out such as putting on
blindfolds and walking through the
forest, but we had our hand on a 

Castle Grounds
Trip
Olivia, P7

string so we didn't get lost. After that,
we went into 3 teams, and one person
had a blindfold on and the other hid
and was making noises to see if the
blindfolded person could find out
where the other person hid.
   A while later, we went down to the
Woodland Centre to have our lunch
for a couple of hours. After lunch we
went back up the hill and when we
were walking towards the hill, we saw
a fire truck. At first, we thought it was
just cool seeing it and we could carry
on with what we were doing, we had
no idea that they came for us. We
climbed up the hill, and the fire men
were surrounding our campsite with a
hose and all of Fraser's stuff was all
black and burned. Although Fraser’s
stuff was all burned, he didn't really
mind as he was just lucky he had his
car keys and his phone. A couple
minutes later the police arrived and
started looking around for clues close
to the crime scene and were asking
questions to Fraser. 
   Since we couldn't do any more
activities we went back down to the
woodland centre and played in the
play park for a while, as we still had
time left before going on the bus.
  Unfortunately, they didn't find out
who did it. 
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   On Wednesday 17  June, Christina
invited us to Ravenspoint to do a quiz.

th

   When we got there, David Simpson
did an introduction and talked about
some of the items on display. There
was this pulpit that was apparently
left under some stairs, and then it was
brought into the museum by some
people. It had a Bible on it, and it had
real writing on it. Also, it had a picture
inside of it to show how it was used in
the olden days. I found out that it was
more than 144 years old.
   When we started the quiz questions,
I read the first clue and wrote the
answer down, I got all the questions

Taigh-Tasgaidh
Museum Trip
Leisha, P6

right. When I was in the kitchen, the
teacher accidentally gave me a clue
about the hot water bottles. I wrote it
down super-fast. We also saw a
neolithic axe head and found out what
a Mate` is. If you want to find out, go to
the museum!
   Then we went outside to look at the
‘Chariot’ or mini submarine. It was
tested here in Loch Erisort during
World War Two. The one that is here
isn't the real one; it is a replica of the
real one. They were used to attack
German battleships. 
   At the end of the visit, we enjoyed
some juice and biscuits and had a nice
chat with David and Christina. 

Pairc School
Prizegiving

  On Monday 22  of June we held our
prizegiving in the Pairc Free Church.
When we all arrived, we were all
greeted by the head teacher and Mrs.
MacLeod, the Executive head teacher.

nd

  Shortly after Mrs. Macdonald gave a
speech, every pupil took turns to say a
poem. As well as that, the P7 read a
‘Leavers' Song’ saying ‘goodbye’ to
their primary childhood. Then we got
called up one at a time and were given
our awards. The P7 were given a lot of
certificates, and they also got given
presents. There was also a display full
of photos of their time in Pairc School.

Callie , P7
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We would like to thank the Minister,
Rev. Paul Murry, for letting us use Pairc
Free Church for our prizegiving, we
also want to thank him for the
amazing blessing to us all. Thanks also
to Mr. David Simpson for giving the P7
pupils a Lifetime Membership of the
Pairc Historical Society! Which was a
real honour for them!
   We would like to thank all who
attended, all the staff of the school
and the community, for always
attending our events, all year round,
We are so grateful. 
   Before people left, Mrs. Macdonald
gave a speech about the P7s as well as
our amazing teacher Mrs. Finnegan,
who is sadly retiring and leaving as
well.
   Then we also had tea and juice as
well as homemade cakes and tray
bakes kindly donated by the

community and we all shared laughs
and funny moments together. We also
gave Mrs. Finnegan a bouquet of
flowers and chocolates and the P7
were given a nice sports bag and a
Bible as well as a calculator. In the end
we all had so much fun and made so
many new memories together. We will
miss Pairc school, and we will miss
Mrs. Finnegan and all the staff. 
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What’s on in
Pairc?

Pairc & Kinloch
Calendar

Weekly Events

Dance Class, Resource Centre (7pm)
Mondays

Pairc Social Walk, see WhatsApp group for
location (11am)

Saturdays

Fortnightly Events

Pairc Social Lunch, Ravenspoint cafe (1pm)
Wednesdays (from 29  October)th

Household waste collection
Wednesday 12  Augustth

Monthly Events

Aline Woodland Development Group meeting,
Resource Centre, Kershader (7pm)

Every Second Wednesday

Organic & mixed recycling collection
Wednesday 29  Julyth

Gaelic Conversation Circle, Resource Centre
(11:30am-1pm)

Friday 31  Julyst

Lochs Show, Laxay Showground
Saturday 25  Julyth

IBT Scarp Trip, Huisinis (11am)
‘Herring Stories of the Minch’ screening, Resource
Centre (7pm)

Saturday 1  Augustst

Gaelic Conversation Circle, Resource Centre
(11:30am-1pm)

Friday 14  Augustth

Pairc Youth Summer Activity - Boxing For Fitness,
Resource Centre (12pm-1pm)
Gaelic Taster Session, Resource Centre (11:30am-
1pm)

Thursday 6  Augustth

Pairc Youth Summer Activity - Kayaking &
Bushcraft, Gravir (10:30am-3pm)

Monday 27  Julyth

Pairc Youth Summer Activity - Art Workshop,
Resource Centre (10am-12pm)

Tuesday 4  Augustth
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