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  The Pairc Trust newsletter is now being
published earlier each month - our new
schedule for submissions and
publications can be found at the back of
the newsletter and on our website.
   The Pairc Trust are pleased to bring you  
news of the approval of our newsletter by
the Crofting Commission for the
publication of crofting notices, a
successful application to the National
Lottery for youth worker funding, the
launch of a new edition of a historic book
from the IBT, and more news and events
from across South Lochs & Kinloch.

Garyvard

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
https://www.pairctrust.co.uk/
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Tigh Ceilidh Update
Expressions of
Interest
   The Pairc Trust are pleased to announce  
that we are seeking expressions of
interest from anyone interested in taking
up the tenancy of the Tigh Ceilidh, Gravir,
once the renovation works are
completed.
   The Tigh Ceilidh has been completely
redesigned and transformed into a three-
bedroom family home based at Carn
Aonghais in Gravir. The building fabric has
been updated to improve the insulation
and add an entire second storey to the
building, providing a warm, spacious
living space.
   Alex Murray Construction have
completed the exterior and structural
works on the property, most recently the
exterior rendering, and are now moving 

on to the internal fit-out of the building.
We look forward to sharing further
updates as the work progresses.
   At this stage the Trust are asking
interested parties to fill out an online
form - scan the QR code below -
providing their contact details and
describing their current living situation
and  connection to South Lochs. Further
information on the property will be
provided once works progress further.
   If you have any questions regarding the
development or the expression of
interest process, please contact the
Trust at info@pairctrust.co.uk.

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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Pairc Trust Rental
Property Available
   The Pairc Trust are pleased to announce
that applications are open for the re-
letting of 6 Carn Aonghais, Gravir. The
semi-detached home is well‑insulated  
and offers comfortable, energy‑efficient
living with underfloor heating, air source
heating, a bright kitchen‑living space, a
ground‑floor bedroom and bathroom,
and an upstairs bedroom with en‑suite.
 Applications can be made by emailing
Tighean Innse Gall (TIG) at
lettings@tighean.co.uk

National Lottery
Funding - Youth
Worker

   The Pairc Trust is delighted to announce
that it has been awarded £17,307 in
National Lottery Community funding to
deliver a major new youth initiative in
South Lochs, Isle of Lewis. This award
completes the overall funding package
for the project, building on support
already received from the Comhairle’s
Coastal Communities Fund. The South
Lochs Youth Project will run for a year,
allowing the Trust to employ a dedicated
youth worker and provide structured,
youth‑led activities designed to support
young people.
 The project responds directly to
priorities identified by residents across
Pairc, where the lack of local youth
provision and ongoing depopulation have
created significant challenges for young
people and families. Families have
repeatedly highlighted the need for
accessible, local opportunities and
activities to help retain and attract young
people to the area.
  Thanks to National Lottery, the funding
will enable The Pairc Trust to employ a
part‑time youth worker who will create a
programme with young people
themselves. Activities will include sports,
arts, outdoor skills and bushcraft, Gaelic
sessions, environmental projects,
cooking, volunteering etc. Young people
will also have opportunities to gain
awards such as the John Muir Award and
Saltire Awards, alongside practical
life‑skills.
  A key element of the project will be the
creation of a new Pairc Youth Council,

mailto:lettings@tighean.co.uk
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giving young people a formal voice in
local democracy for the first time. The
Youth Council will feed into existing
structures such as the Pairc Trust, Pairc
Area Forum and Pairc Community
Council, helping young people influence
local decision‑making and develop
leadership roles.
  Emma Mackenzie, Estate Manager at
The Pairc Trust, said: “We are extremely
grateful to the National Lottery for
making this project possible. Families in
Pairc have been clear for a long time that
young people need more local activities
and opportunities, and this funding
means we can now deliver that. This will
make a real difference to young people in
Pairc, giving them a chance to learn skills,
try activities and get more involved
locally.”

Pairc Trust
Strategic Plan
Survey
   The Pairc Trust have launched a
community survey asking for local
residents’ priorities and feedback as we 

seek to finalise our 10-year strategic
business plan, following on from our
community consultation event earlier in
the year which led to valuable feedback
from those who attended, covering:
Crofting and Land Use; Renewable
Energy and Climate Action; Tourism and
Visitor Experience; Housing and  
Population Sustainability; Community
Wellbeing, Care, and Social Support;
Youth & Education
 The survey can be accessed online via:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/RsN9fM
LG8t and physical copies can be
collected from the Resource Centre.

Pride in Place Event
  The Pairc Trust held a Pride in Place
event on Thursday 24  September for the
local community to come and give their
thoughts on how Pride in Place funding
should be put towards community
development projects in the Pairc
district.

th

   Residents gave their thoughts on what
they felt Pairc was missing locally, how
the funding could help improve the lives
of children and young people, ideas for
tourism projects in the area, and shared
other ideas over a buffet meal, with local
musicians playing and entertainment
available for children.
   We look forward to developing the ideas
raised at the event, and will update you
with further developments regarding
Pride in Place funding as we have them.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/RsN9fMLG8t
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/RsN9fMLG8t


05/25

Lochs Agricultural
Society Bonfire
Night
   The Lochs Agricultural Society will hold a
bonfire night fireworks display at the
Laxay showground on Saturday 7
November from 6:30pm.

th

   In addition to the bonfire and fireworks,
there will be a BBQ, teas & coffees, tuck
shop, and a raffle to raise funds for next

Crofting Notices
Update
   The Pairc Trust is pleased to announce
that its monthly newsletter has been
formally approved by the Crofting
Commission for the publication of
statutory crofting notices within the
parish of Lochs. This approval enables the
Trust to publish a range of official
notifications such as assignations,
decroftings, and grazings committee
announcements, ensuring that crofters
and community members are kept fully
informed of developments affecting their
area. Statutory notices are required by
the Crofting Commission for many types
of applications, providing transparency
and allowing crofters the opportunity to
remain aware of changes within their

township and wider community. By
offering a local, accessible publication
route, the Pairc Trust aims to support
clear communication and strengthen
community engagement.
 Publication of crofting notices will be
offered at £40 + VAT. Notices will appear
in the printed edition of the Pairc Trust
newsletter, which is also distributed
digitally via email and social media
channels. All notices will additionally be
archived on the Pairc Trust website,
providing a permanent and easily
accessible record for future reference.
Proofs will be issued to clients for
approval prior to publication. The
deadlines for newsletter submissions can
be found on Pairc Trust’s website and in
each edition of the newsletter
 Emma Mackenzie, Estate Manager for
the Pairc Trust, said: “The Trust is grateful
that the Crofting Commission recognises
the importance of our monthly
newsletter, which plays an important role
in keeping the local community informed.
We look forward to supporting crofters in
the Lochs parish by providing a local
route for sharing statutory notices.”
 Any submissions or enquiries regarding
crofting notices can be made via email to
info@pairctrust.co.uk

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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‘St. Kilda
Transformed’ Book
Launch
 A new annotated and illustrated edition
of the Rev. J B Mackenzie’s ‘Episode in the
Life of the Rev. Neil Mackenzie at St Kilda’
(privately printed 1911) – edited by
Professor Philippe Laplace - will be
launched in Edinburgh on Saturday 21st
November. The first launch (only for
members of the St Kilda Club attending
their annual Reunion) will be at Edinburgh
Zoo in the afternoon; and the second
launch (open to the wider public) will take
place at 7.30pm at the French Institute,
West Parliament Square, Edinburgh EH1
1RN. This building is located at thejunction
of George IV Bridge and the Lawnmarket,
close to St Giles Cathedral. Philippe will
be present at both launches to speak
about the book and sign copies. For more
details of the launch events and
bookings, please contact
karen@islandsbooktrust.org. 

bonfire night fireworks display at the
Laxay showground on Saturday 7
November from 6:30pm.

th

 In addition to the bonfire and fireworks,
there will be a BBQ, teas & coffees, tuck
shop, and a raffle to raise funds for next
year’s show.
 Donations are gratefully received on
entry - every donation helps to support
the annual Lochs Show and other events
that the society organises.

SCF Meeting -
Ballallan
   The Scottish Crofting Federation are
holding a crofters’ meeting at the Kinloch
Hub, Balallan on 11  November at 7pm.th

   They wish to speak to crofters about the 

key issues of protecting the rights of
crofters on common grazings and
ensuring their use, and to discuss the
election of regional commissioners to the
board of the Crofting Commission in
early 2027.
 Places can be booked via:
crofting.org/upcoming-events/ -
booking isn’t essential, but the SCF would
appreciate an idea of numbers in
advance.

mailto:karen@islandsbooktrust.org
https://www.crofting.org/upcoming-events/
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  The 1911 first edition of this rare book,
based on notes made by Neil Mackenzie
when he was the Church of Scotland
Minister in St Kilda from 1830-1843, was
privately printed by J B Mackenzie (Neil’s
son) in 1911 and only a few copies now exist.
We want to make its content more widely
available to all those many scholars and
enthusiasts throughout the world who are
deeply interested in the history of St Kilda.
  The importance of the 1911 book reflects
the fact that it is based on one of the few
accounts of life in St Kilda as seen by
someone (Rev. Neil Mackenzie) who lived
on the island for over a decade in the first
half of the 19th century. It consists of three
chapters of less than 60 pages in otal:
General Observations; Religious State; and
Notes on the Birds.
  Moreover, Neil Mackenzie had a central
role in the economic and social, as well as
religious, life of the St Kilda community
during his time on the island. His
observations are therefore of great
historical interest. In line with the

prevailing ‘improvement’ philosophy of
the time, he was also the main instigator
of an initiative to improve the housing
conditions of the islanders and change
the way they managed the land - by
re-locating the population from the
formernucleated ‘run-rig’ villagenorth of
the present graveyard to new houses
situated on individual crofts dispersed
along ‘The Street’. These changes (which
were not universally welcomed by the
islanders) can truly be described as a
transformation of the community –
hence the title.
   Philippe Laplace, now Professor at the
University of Marie and Louis Pasteur,
Besançon, France, first approached IBT
about preparing a new annotated edition
of the 1911 book in 2023. We were keen to
co-operate, given the historical value and
limited availability of the earlier edition.
  The new book will contain a full
introduction by Philippe, a faithful
reproduction of the text of the 1911
edition, additional illustrations (notably a
drawing by Sir Thomas Dyke Acland of
the former St Kilda village in 1812, and a
reproduction of Henry Sharbau’s detailed
later plan prepared in 1858 of the new
crofts and settlement), and a series of
substantial endnotes by Philippe
whichcomment on or add
furtherinformation to the 1911 text. We
gratefully acknowledge financial support
from the Centre de Recherches
Interdisciplinaires et Transculturelles,
CRIT (University of Marie and Louis
Pasteur).
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Gunnera Spades
   Contractors from the Stornoway Trust
have visited and treated gunnera
hotspots within the Estate - we are
currently awaiting confirmation from
them of follow up visits pending a
suitable weather window and will keep
you informed.
    Please send us the location of Gunnera
plants that they are aware of via
info@pairctrust.co.uk, with a what3words
reference pinpointing the location if
possible.
   Community Land Outer Hebrides, who
fund the control efforts, have enquired
with the Trust as to whether we could
host a tool library for special gunnera
spades which could be borrowed for use
in extracting smaller plants. If you would
be interested in using these tools, please
email us via info@pairctrust.co.uk

Goose
Management
  Following on from our requests for local
shooters to assist crofters in South Lochs
who are experiencing issues with high
numbers of greylag geese causing
damage to crofting land, the Pairc Trust
is pleased to announce that Soval Estate,
the Trust’s shooting tenant, is happy to
provide assistance in cases of
agricultural damage.
  If you are experiencing issues with geese
causing damage to croft land and/or
common grazings, please contact the
Trust via info@pairctrust.co.uk with your
contact details and the location that the
damage is occurring at, and we will pass
this on to the team at Soval for them to
discuss with you.

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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Crofting Notices
Lemreway Grazings

AGM

Please send submissions to: info@pairctrust.co.uk

Tuesday 3  November 6pm –
Fish Shed, Lemreway

rd

Agenda 
1.Attendance and apologies

2.Grazings Clerk Report
3.Treasurers Report –

statement of finances
4.AOB

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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Project Opens
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Up to 18 homes across the Outer
Hebrides will be trialling tailored energy
efficiency solutions as part of a new
project, with works scheduled next year.  
Energy efficiency and renewables
solutions developed on the mainland can
be ill-suited to island homes. The project
will explore practical, affordable solutions
to make island homes warmer and
cheaper to heat. Running til 2028, the
project will also identify opportunities for
future support, including improved
advice, home visits and workshops.
Project partners are asking householders
to share their experiences of heating 

their homes and energy costs through a
short online survey. Kirsty MacLeod of
Tighean Innes Gall said: "The survey
findings will play an important role in
ensuring the project delivers practical
solutions that work for island
communities." 
It takes just a few minutes to complete
and is open now. The survey deadline is
12  October. th

Complete the survey online
www.surveymonkey.com/r/OHenergy or
call 07436 624 385 for a paper copy.
This project is being delivered by Tighean
Innse Gall, Hebridean Housing
Partnership, Uist Beo, Community Land
Outer Hebrides, Community Energy
Scotland, BE-ST and Community
Enterprise.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OHenergy
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What’s on in
Pairc?

Pairc & Kinloch
Calendar

Weekly Events

Dance Class, Resource Centre (7pm)
Mondays

Pairc Social Walk, see WhatsApp group for
location (11am)

Saturdays

Fortnightly Events

Pairc Social Lunch, Ravenspoint cafe (1pm)
Wednesdays (from 29  October)th

Household waste collection
Wednesday 14  Octoberth

Monthly Events

Aline Woodland Development Group meeting,
Resource Centre, Kershader (7pm)

Every Second Wednesday

Organic & mixed recycling collection
Wednesday 21  Octoberst

Game Night, Balallan Hall (7-9pm)
Tuesdays

SCF Crofters’ Meeting, Kinloch Hub (7pm)
Wednesday 11  Novemberth

Bonfire Night event, Laxay showground (6:30pm)
Saturday 7  Novemberth

Glass waste collection
Thursday 5  Novemberth

Macmillan Coffee Morning, Kinloch Hub (2-4pm)
Tuesday 13  Octoberth

Outer Hebrides energy survey closes
Monday 12  Octoberth

Hebridean Baker book signing, Ravenspoint
Thursday 29  Octoberth

Sgoil na Pairc Halloween Community Party, 2-
3:30pm

Friday 30  Octoberth
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Publication Schedule

Edition Submission Deadline Publication

November 2026

December 2026

January 2027

February 2027

March 2027

April 2027

May 2027

June 2027

July 2027

August 2027

September 2027

October 2027

26  Octoberth

30  Novemberth

23  Decemberrd

25  Januaryth

22  Februarynd

29  Marchth

26  Aprilth

31  Mayst

28  Juneth

26  Julyth

30  Augustth

27  Septemberth

2  Novembernd

7  Decemberth

11  Januaryth

1  Februaryst

1  Marchst

5  Aprilth

3  Mayrd

7  Juneth

5  Julyth

2  Augustnd

7  Septemberth

4  Octoberth

Please send submissions to: info@pairctrust.co.uk

mailto:info@pairctrust.co.uk
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